[Primary peritonitis due to Streptococcus pneumoniae in childhood].
Three patients, two boys of 5 months and 6 years and one girl aged 4 years, presented with acute abdominal pain, vomiting and fever, suggesting peritonitis. Imaging examinations (abdominal survey roentgenogram and (or) echography), exploratory laparotomy (in two patients) and blood cultures with growth of Streptococcus pneumoniae led to the diagnosis of primary peritonitis. Intravenous antibiotics led to recovery, in one patient complicated by paralytic ileus, which was treated surgically. Primary peritonitis is a rare condition which should be considered in the differential diagnosis of children with an acute abdominal syndrome. Conditions requiring surgery should be excluded by imaging examinations or laparotomy. When the diagnosis is confirmed by paracentesis or laparotomy, antibiotic treatment has to be started.